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INTRODUCTION
As a child, Gray's life was marked with financial hardship from the beginning. His mother and stepfather

raised him and his siblings in a home so squalid, they won a settlement from the landlord over lead paint

exposure, The Baltimore Sun reported. Gray and his sisters had damaging levels of lead in their blood,

leading to myriad educational and medical issues, the paper reported. That's according to a lawsuit filed in

2008 against the owner of the home the family rented for years. The case was reportedly settled before it

went to trial, but documents from the lawsuit give an insight into Gray's early life. He and his sisters were

born "preemie," their mother said in a deposition. Gray lived in the home at the center of the lawsuit from

ages 2 to 6. During a 2009 deposition, the newspaper reported, Gray's mother was questioned and reportedly

said that she couldn't read, had never been to high school and had a daily heroin habit, but that she stopped

using it after she entered treatment. During his own deposition, Gray spoke about peeling paint and said he

was put in special education classes. His sisters testified that they had to repeat grades.

On April 12, 2015, Freddie Carlos Gray, Jr., a 25-year-old African American man, was arrested by the

Baltimore Police Department for possessing what the police alleged was an illegal knife. Gray died on April

19, 2015, after suffering a spinal injury while in police custody. His death sparked protests against police in

Baltimore, which later spread to major cities nationwide. Court documents said Gray was arrested after

running away from police. ~CNN- Who Was Freddie Gray?

After the dust settled from the Baltimore Uprising, there was an urging need for people to know what caused

such a tragedy. The need to know for many were different, for some it was to vilify the victim and for others

maybe just plain curiosity. For whatever reason people were interested in the life of Freddie Gray, the most

beneficial reason would be to find a solution in history that could help prevent it from happening again in the

future. What if we were more informed about Freddie Gray and the many people like him growing up in Baltimore.

What if we looked at the environment of the people in urban communities and how it has set the stage for

premature death, poverty and incarceration of African American people? Imagine the possibilities. Freddie Gray

is the unexpected case study that policy makers, community leaders and government agents should be studying.

This can help us understand the communities we serve. This syllabus is a communal effort to compile written

and visual media that will enlighten and provide insight on the urban community and the people who live there.



Title Author Date Read

CHARM CITY: HISTORY OF BALTIMORE

History of Baltimore*
Baltimore City
Government

Scraping by: Wage Labor, Slavery, 
and Survival in Early Baltimore

Seth Rockman

* Denotes the reference can be accessed via hyperlink

The long, painful and repetitive
history of how Baltimore became
Baltimore*

Emily Badger

Baltimore Civil Rights Heritage* Baltimore Heritage

Brown in Baltimore Howell S. Baum

Tramping for Justice’: 
The Dismantling of 
Jim Crow in Baltimore

David Taft Terry

Toward a New Deal in Baltimore: 
People and Government in 
the Great Depression

Jo Ann E. Argersinger

A New Deal for All?: 
Race and Class Struggles 
in Depression-Era Baltimore

Andor Skotnes

Blacks in the City: 
A History of the 
National Urban League

Guichard Parris
Brooks Lester

Black Baltimore: 
A New Theory of Community Harold Mcdougall

http://www.baltimorecity.gov/sites/default/files/5_History.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2015/04/29/the-long-painful-and-repetitive-history-of-how-baltimore-became-baltimore/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.f4edde12e0f6
https://baltimoreheritage.github.io/civil-rights-heritage/overview/1930-1965/


Title Author Date Read

CHARM CITY: HISTORY OF BALTIMORE

Not in My Neighborhood: How
Bigotry Shaped a Great
American City

Antero Pietila

Blockbusting in Baltimore: The
Edmondson Village Story W. Edward Orser

* Denotes the reference can be accessed via hyperlink

A Lasting Legacy: Baltimore’s
African American History*

Jason Vaughan

Notable Baltimoreans* Jason Vaughan

African American Heritage in
Baltimore*

Visit Baltimore

Sheroes and Heroes Born in
Baltimore City* Dr. Marvin L. ‘Doc’ Cheatham, Sr.

Baltimore: Then and Now* MSNBC/Chris Hayes

A History of Segregation in
Baltimore* Elizabeth Nix

BALTIMORE: A POLITICAL
HISTORY 

Matthew A. Crenson

The City that Bleeds: Race,
History, and the Death of
Baltimore

Paul Kersey

https://www.explorebaltimore.org/city-history/a-brief-overview-of-baltimores-african-american-history
https://www.explorebaltimore.org/city-history/notable-baltimoreans
https://baltimore.org/ultimate-guide/african-american-heritage-baltimore
https://www.baltimorecityschools.org/cms/lib/MD01001351/Centricity/Domain/232/PDFs/heroesandsheroes.pdf
https://youtu.be/oARCea-YsO8
https://youtu.be/hPehfclDC4o


notes



the avenue
Title Author Date Read

Pennsylvania Avenue,
 a Novel J.A. Rich 

Pennsylvannia Avenue Soul of America

A Tale of Two Cities* Baltimore Magazine

Hi-De-Ho: The Life of Cab Calloway

Billie Holiday: Wishing On The Moon

African American Entertainment in
Baltimore

Lost City: The Regent Theater
Maryland Historical

Society Library

Rosa Pryor

Donald Clarke

Alyn Shipton

Somebody once said we never

know what is enough until we

know what's more than enough.

~Billie Holiday

https://www.soulofamerica.com/us-cities/baltimore/pennsylvania-avenue/
https://www.baltimoremagazine.com/2016/4/11/a-tale-of-two-cities-west-baltimore-before-after-freddie-gray
http://www.mdhs.org/underbelly/2013/04/25/lost-city-the-regent-theater/


notes



urban housing
Title Author Date Read

“Baltimore always seems like the kind of city you either leaving or
just returning to. Ain't no kinda place to hang your hat. Even as a

kid I dreamed of getting out.” 
― Esi Edugyan

Mary Ellen Hayward, 
Charles Belfour,

 Mary Ellen Haywood

Baltimore Rowhouse

The 1968 Riots and the History 
of Public Housing Segregation
 in Baltimore*

The Politics of Public Housing: 
Black Women's Struggles against
Urban Inequality

Barbara Samuels

Rhonda Y. Williams

The Dismantling of Baltimore’s 
Public Housing*

Joann Jacobson

History: Housing Policy and 
Segregation in Baltimore

Chris Gladora

Highlighting the History of Housing
Segregation in Baltimore, Maryland 
and its Impact on the Events of 
April 27, 2015 and Beyond

Maxine Wood

Baltimore’s Toxic 
Legacy Of Lead Paint

Anna Maria Barry-Jester

https://www.prrac.org/pdf/riots_and_rebirth.pdf
http://urbanhealth.jhu.edu/_PDFs/HBR_Index_Housing/Abell_2007_DismantlingPublicHousing.pdf
https://indyreader.org/content/history-housing-policy-and-segregation-baltimore
https://new.every1graduates.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Housing-Segregation-in-Baltimore.pdf
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/baltimores-toxic-legacy-of-lead-paint/


urban housing
Title Author Date Read

Jeremy K. Roberts
WARNING: BALTIMORE
CHILDREN ARE STILL GETTING
LEAD POISONING*

Lead paint: Despite progress,
hundreds of Maryland children
still poisoned*

Why Freddie Gray Never Had a
Chance: Lead Poisoning Is Killing
Inner-City Baltimore*

Timothy B. Wheeler 
Luke Broadwater

Michael Tomasky

Ghetto: The Invention of a Place,
the History of an Idea

Mitchell Duneier

"The Last and Most Difficult
Barrier”: Segregation and
Federal Housing Policy in the
Eisenhower Administration,
1953-1960

Arnold Hirsh

Evicted: Poverty and Profit 
in the American City Matthew Desmond

The Color of Law: A Forgotten
History of How Our Government
Segregated America 

Richard Rothstein

https://blackdoctor.org/477314/baltimore-children-lead-poisoning/
https://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/investigations/bs-md-lead-poisoning-gaps-20151213-story.html
https://www.thedailybeast.com/why-freddie-gray-never-had-a-chance-lead-poisoning-is-killing-inner-city-baltimore
http://urbanhealth.jhu.edu/_PDFs/HBR_Index_Housing/Abell_2007_DismantlingPublicHousing.pdf
https://indyreader.org/content/history-housing-policy-and-segregation-baltimore
https://new.every1graduates.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Housing-Segregation-in-Baltimore.pdf
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/baltimores-toxic-legacy-of-lead-paint/


notes



the uprising
Title Author Date Read

Kevin ShirdUprising in the City

A Beautiful Ghetto

The Great Uprising: Race Riots
in Urban America during the
1960s

Baltimore '68: Riots and 
Rebirth in an American City

They Can't Kill Us All :
Ferguson, Baltimore, and 
a New Era in America's Racial
Justice Movement

Baltimore Rising*

Devin Allen

Peter B. Levy

Jessica Elfenbein, 
Thomas Hollowak, 

Elizabeth Nix

Wesley Lowry

Sonja Sohn

Charm City Marilyn Ness

Baltimore mom: To see my son 
at riots with rock in hand, 
"I just lost it" *

CBS News

https://www.hbo.com/documentaries/baltimore-rising
https://www.charmcitydoc.com/
https://youtu.be/Dd_enjA4qMA


the uprising
Title Author Date Read

Baltimore Sun
Multiple Authors

Baltimore Sun: Freddie Gray In
Depth Coverage

Aerial coverage of Baltimore
Riots following Freddie Gray
funeral*

Freddie Gray Family*

Freddie Gray*

Bias Bash: How have media
covered Baltimore riots?*

Baltimore police captain 
speaks on Freddie Gray
protests*

FOX 10 Pheonix

Wall Street Journal

CNN

Justin Duckham
Fox News

PBS News Hour

Freddie Gray: 
More Baltimore protests*

BBC News

Added Emphasis: How the
media impacted the protest*

Jason Mojica
VICE NEWS

https://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/freddie-gray/in-depth/
https://youtu.be/6VyR-WrWRSU
https://youtu.be/7YV0EtkWyno
https://youtu.be/qO4ym1CHxd0
https://youtu.be/GOcs8jmUQ3o
https://youtu.be/qYd9cTFR6dQ
https://youtu.be/Dd_enjA4qMA


notes



officer friendly
Title Author Date Read

We’re in a community where it’s

underserved and over-policed. — 

Chief Melvin Russell

City of BaltimoreCity of Baltimore Consent Decree

How Policing Has Changed 
in Baltimore*

How A Corrupt Baltimore 
Police Task Force Tainted
Thousands of Cases*

BALTIMORE CITY POLICE
HISTORY: A HISTORICAL
TIMELINE

To Protect and Serve: How to
Fix America's Police

Rise of the Warrior Cop: The
Militarization of America's
Police Forces

Wall Street Journal

HBO/VICE NEWS

Kenny James Driscoll Sr, 
Wesley Wise

Norm Stamper

Radley Balko

The War on Neighborhoods:
Policing, Prison, and
Punishment in a Divided City

Ryan Lugalia-Hollon
Daniel Cooper

https://consentdecree.baltimorecity.gov/
https://youtu.be/Oq9RFfDR4zQ
https://youtu.be/yifMlN5NK4U


officer friendly
Title Author Date Read

Chris CowtherPolicing Urban Poverty

Down, Out, and Under Arrest:
Policing and Everyday Life in
Skid Row

Policing Urban Drug Markets*

Cop in the Hood: My Year
Policing Baltimore's Eastern
District

The Black and the Blue: A Cop
Reveals the Crimes, Racism,
and Injustice in America's Law
Enforcement

The End of Policing

Forrest Stuart

Lallen Johnson

Peter Moskos

Matthew Horace

Alex S. Vitale

Chokehold: Policing Black Men Paul Butler

Policing the Black Man: Arrest,
Prosecution, and Imprisonment Angela J. Davis

The New Jim Crow Michelle Alexander

http://www.oxfordhandbooks.com/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199843886.001.0001/oxfordhb-9780199843886-e-006


notes



DRUGS: the circle of life
Title Author Date Read

David Simon
Ed Burns

The Corner: A Year in the Life 
of an Inner-City Neighborhood

The Cook Up: A Crack Rock Memoir

Pill City: How Two Honor Roll 
Students Foiled the Feds
and Built a Drug Empire

Tapping Into The Wire: 
The Real Urban Crisis

The Heroin King of Baltimore: 
The Rise & Fall of Melvin Williams

The Beast Side: Living and Dying 
While Black in America

The Wire

Progress is painfully uneven’: 
Baltimore, 15 years after The Wire

Dwight Watkins

Kevin Deutsch

Patrick A. McGuire
Peter L. Beilenson

Melvin Williams

Dwight Watkins

HBO

David Smith

https://www.theguardian.com/tv-and-radio/2017/may/27/baltimore-15-years-after-the-wire


notes



SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST
Title Author Date Read

Rat Film* Theo Anthony

Policing That Perpetuates 
Baltimore’s Islands of Poverty 
and Despair*

How Racism Shaped Baltimore*

Relation between the 
Supplemental Nutritional 
Assistance Program cycle
and dietary quality in low-income 
African Americans in 
Baltimore, Maryland*

'Living Here has Changed My 
Whole Perspective': How Escaping
Inner-City Poverty Shapes 
Neighborhood and Housing Choice

Banished : The New Social
Control in Urban America

Barbara L Bezdek

Amanda Daniel

Anna Y. Kharmats, Jessica C.
Jones-Smith, Yun Sang Cheah,
Nadine Budd, Laura Flamm, 
Alison Cuccia, Yeeli Mui, 
Angela Trude, & Joel Gittelsohn

Jennifer Darrah 
Stefanie DeLuca

Steve Herbert
Katherine Beckett

Not a Crime to Be Poor: The
Criminalization of Poverty in
America

Peter Edelman

http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/films/rat-film/
https://digitalcommons.law.umaryland.edu/rrgc/vol16/iss2/3/
https://digitalcommons.law.umaryland.edu/rrgc/vol16/iss2/3/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24622807
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/pam.21758


notes



education: to be or not to be...
Title Author Date Read

The Strayer Survey and the 
Colored Schools of Baltimore City Angela Johnson

Police in the Hallways

From West Baltimore

Four elephants in the room: 
A reflective analysis of the 
wailing rage displayed by 
Baltimore youth after 
Freddie Gray’s death

13 Baltimore City High Schools, 
zero students proficient in math

BSW and MSW Students’ Opinions 
About and Responses to the Death 
of Freddie Gray and the Ensuing 
Riots...

Schools Betrayed: Roots of 
Failure in Inner-City Education

A Race against Time: 
The Crisis in Urban Schooling

Kathleen Nolan

MedSchoolMaryland

Sharon Jones-Eversley 
Joseph Ravenell

Carolyn Knight

Kathryn M. Neckerman

Chris Papst

James G.Cibulka

Frigid Baltimore City schools: The
racism we haven't confronted Janie Tankard Carnock

http://www.medschoolmarylandproductions.org/from-west-baltimore-documentary/
https://foxbaltimore.com/news/project-baltimore/13-baltimore-city-high-schools-zero-students-proficient-in-math
https://foxbaltimore.com/news/project-baltimore/13-baltimore-city-high-schools-zero-students-proficient-in-math


notes



the street art of struggle
Title Author Date Read

Aaron Maybin
Art-Activism: The Revolutionary 
Art, Poetry, & Reflections of 
Aaron Maybin

 A Beautiful Ghetto

Trespass: A History of 
Uncommissioned Urban Art

Baltimore Graffiti: 
The Definitive Charm City 
Style Collection

Mounting Frustration:
The Art Museum in the 
Age of Black Power

Devin Allen

Carlo McCormick

Michael Sachse

 Susan Cahan

Exhibiting Blackness: 
African Americans and
 the American Art Museum  Bridget R. Cooks

https://www.amazon.com/Art-Activism-Revolutionary-Poetry-Reflections-Maybin/dp/0692975039
https://www.amazon.com/Beautiful-Ghetto-Devin-Allen/dp/1608467597


notes



DEATH POETRY
Title Author Date Read

Norm Mattox
Get Home Safe Poems for
Crossing the Community Grid

Audre Lorde

Mahogany Brown

Multiple Authors

Ishmael Reed

Kevin Coval

Your Silence Will Not Protect
You: Essays and Poems

Black Girl Magic: A Poem

Bum Rush the Page: 
A Def Poetry Jam

From Totems to Hip-Hop: A
Multicultural Anthology of
Poetry Across the Americas
1900-2002

The BreakBeat Poets: New
American Poetry in the Age of
Hip-Hop

The Spoken Word Revolution:
Slam, Hip-hop & the Poetry of a
New Generation

Mark Eleveld



notes



LYRICAL DIARIES 
Title Author Date Read

Tate KobangBank Rolls

Nina Simone

Creek Boyz

Lor Scoota

Prince feat. Eryn Allen Kane

Crooked Officer

LL Cool J

Baltimore

With My Team

Bird Flu

Baltimore

Geto Boys

Illegal Search

Brendas Got a Baby TuPac

Trapped

Sound of Da Police

Police Get Away With Murder

99 Problems

TuPac

Jay-Z

KRS-One

YG

Hands up Vince Staples

Usher

Beyonce

Chains

Freedom

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RT0GKX-Pfkg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R0HmdB7OZnw&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5FVljyYjXDQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cYCjLzyZ3UI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cieZB0Ab7xk
https://youtu.be/Zsylf7Z6KOw
https://youtu.be/J69s7f5F_DA
https://youtu.be/3EgJnXKTKmE
https://youtu.be/1Knd2el4Lfw


notes


